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	Guidelines and Bylaws

Article I:  General Provisions

Sections 1. Name

The name of this guild shall be the Holmes Valley Quilters, a not-for-profit group, located in the State of Florida.
Section 2.  Purpose

The purpose of this guild is to preserve and continue the traditions, culture, and history of quilting.  The guild will serve the general public by donations to other community service organizations.  The guild will serve as a source of information and inspiration in quilting and related arts through the education of its members and the public in general by means of exhibitions, lectures, demonstrations, and workshops. The guild will encourage the heritage of quilt making and quilt collecting.    The guild will be a gathering for people of our community with this shared interest.

Section 3.  Guild Motto/Mission Statement

To educate and share with our families, friends and community our love for the art of quilting, thus preserving its foundation in our lives and encouraging inspiration in those of future generations.

ARTICLE II:  MEMBERSHIP

The not-for-profit guild will function as a membership organization.  Members will have a voice in the running of the guild.

Section 1.  Membership shall be by completion of membership application and payment of current dues.  Membership is subject only to the payment of dues and shall be granted to any person regardless of race, color, sex or national origin, who is interested in the art of quilting.

Section 2.  Annual dues, currently in the amount of $20 USD, shall be set by the Officers and payable in January of each year.  Members joining for the first time who join after July in a given year may pay a prorated amount of $10 USD in that year. Special annual due amounts are taken in consideration for members with children and/or grandchildren, niece/nephew etc., living in the same household and under the age of 18.  Dues will be due in the amount of $20 for “adult” (i.e. parent, grandparent, aunt…etc.) and additional $10 for each minor wishing to join.

Section 3.  The Holmes Valley Quilters shall keep a record of all members and have available a directory of members.  The directory shall not be used for commercial purposes.

Section 4.  Members shall be eligible to vote on the amendments of the by-laws and for the election of officers.

Section 5.  Guild members are encouraged to invite fellow quilters, friends and/or family who want to learn to quilt to our meetings.  They may attend one regular monthly meeting to decide whether they may want to join, then membership will need to be applied.

ARTICLE III:  MEETINGS

 Section 1.  The guild shall hold at least two Annual Officer Meetings each year, preferably in any month prior to July and any other after. 

 Section 2. The regular meeting will be the 3rd Thursday of each month, unless a holiday falls on that date (November: Thanksgiving; December: Christmas). If this is the case, meetings for these months will be discussed with guild members and a different date decided upon.  Members not at this particular meeting will be notified of any new meeting date(s). Monthly meetings are as scheduled:  Members are encouraged and welcomed at 5:30pm where meeting will be called to order and refreshments blessed.  Meeting will be called to close at or about 7:30pm. 

Section 3. Members are encouraged to help put meeting hall back the way “it was found” prior to our meeting.  All chairs must be pushed up to the tables, all trash picked up and put in garbage can and any leftover food and/or quilting items removed.  

Section 4.  An annual Christmas party will be held annually.  Date and time of party will be discussed at meetings prior to the month(s) of Christmas party.  Members will vote on day and time.

Section 5.  At any time a vote of the members is taken, a simple majority of the members present shall constitute a quorum.

Section 6.  Members are strongly encouraged to attend at least 8 monthly meetings per year.  If a member misses a meeting, it is advised that she/he call or email an officer of the guild (usually the Secretary, VP or President) to let it be known.  Member may make arrangements to obtain a copy of materials such as BOMs, minutes and newsletter from the Secretary. Items can also be viewed and/or acquired from our guild website at:  www.holmesvalleyquilters.com
Section 7.   Officers are strongly encouraged to attend at least 10 monthly meetings.  If a meeting will be missed, she must have all guild business prepared and given to another Officer so it can be carried out accordingly.
ARTICLE IV: GUILD OFFICERS
Section 1. The initial Guild Officers will be the founding members of the guild.  

Section 2.  Guild Officers shall serve with full voting rights and responsibilities.

Section 3.    The Guild Officers shall manage the business of the guild and have the responsibility to see that all guild, financial duties and responsibilities are carried out. The Guild Officers shall have the power to authorize expenditures of corporate funds to the extent that the expenditures are within the limits of the budget adopted at the last Annual Meeting and any subsequent amendments.

Section 4.  The members of the Guild Officers shall serve without fee or salary.

ARTICLE V:  OFFICERS

Section 1.  The officers of the guild shall be, but not limited to, a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Librarian, Historian and Webmaster (if applicable). Officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting each year.  This is NOT a popularity contest.  Officers should be elected on their abilities and actions to confidently lead the guild.  These are very large responsibilities not to be taken lightly.

Section 2.  The President shall be responsible for presiding at all “Officers Meetings” and general meetings, public functions and classes/workshops of the organization; shall be the chief administrative officer of the organization; and be authorized to sign checks/use debit card (when applicable).

Section 3.  The Vice President shall, in the absence of the President, serve in the order of that office and perform such duties as assigned to the President; shall assist the President in matters necessary to the functioning of the organization. Shall educate and share with our surrounding communities, information about our guild through submitted articles/writing and photographs taken at our regular meetings, classes/workshops and any other functions. She will work closely with local newspapers and community based programs.

Section 4.  The Secretary shall record the minutes of the general and Officer meetings, keep in orderly fashion in guild folder and present them to any guild member(s) on request.  The Secretary is responsible for setting up short programs for the general meetings each month and other duties as are incidental to that office and are properly required .The Secretary will keep and organize all records, guild and membership information and be authorized to sign checks/use debit card.

Section 6. The Treasurer shall be custodian of the funds of the organization; shall make payments in accordance with the budget; shall present a financial report at bi-yearly General Meetings (January and July); shall present an Annual Report at the Officer Meeting; shall prepare a Proposed Budget; shall submit records for an audit; and be authorized to sign checks.  
Section 7. The Librarian shall be responsible for establishing, organizing and keep records for a Guild library.  The library will consist of donated quilt related materials (i.e. quilt books, quilt themed books, quilt magazines, patterns…etc.).  Members will be allowed to check out any material and donations are always welcome.

Section 8. The Historian shall keep an accurate account of the history of the guild (i.e. photographs, newspaper articles, ribbons, letters/correspondence, etc.) in a guild “scrapbook”, which should be presented at the end of each year for members to review.

Section 9. When (if) the guild membership grows large enough and deemed necessary, additional chairpersons will be nominated and decided on by Guild Officers and guild members.  (See Article VI: Committees)
 Section 10.Vacancies among officers shall be filled by vote of the membership and the person chosen to fill the vacancy shall serve the remainder of the unexpired term of his or her predecessor.

ARTICLE VI: COMMITTEES

Committees shall be formed as needed by the Guild Officers and members of the guild to satisfy the programs and needs of the organization.  Members may serve on more than one committee; but the Chairman may head only one committee. Committee Chairman positions are on a voluntary basis and therefore do not require a vote by the general membership. Committee Chairmen shall administer their respective activities and be responsible to the Guild Officers.

ARTICLE VII: VOTING AND ELECTIONS

A simple majority vote of those members present is required for decisions requiring a vote.

ARTICLE VIII: FISCAL YEAR

 The fiscal year shall be from January 1 to July 31.

ARTICLE IX: AMENDMENTS

The Guild Officers may submit to the membership any amendments to the Articles of Incorporation or By-Laws they deem necessary or appropriate for consideration and vote at the Annual Meeting or a Special Meeting called for this purpose.  A copy of the proposed amendments shall be submitted to the membership prior to the meeting.  If this is not possible, members shall be given adequate time to read and consider the amendment before a vote is taken.    

ARTICLE X: DISSOLUTION

The members of the corporation may, by majority vote dissolve the guild at any Annual or Special Meeting upon proper notice being given. All assets of the corporation shall be distributed as allowed by law.



	ARTICLE I.  NAME

The name of the guild shall be Holmes Valley Quilters.
ARTICLE II.  PRINCIPAL OFFICE

The principal mailing address of this corporation is:  1321 Julie Lane, Chipley, FL 32428 

ARTICLE III.  PURPOSE

The purpose of this guild is to preserve and continue the traditions, culture, and history of quilting.  The guild will serve the general public by donations to other community service organizations.  The guild will serve as a source of information and inspiration in quilting and related arts through the education of its members and the public in general by means of exhibitions, lectures, demonstrations, and workshops. The guild will encourage the heritage of quilt making and quilt collecting and will be a gathering for people with this shared interest.

ARTICLE IV.  MANNER OF ELECTION

The members of the Guild Officers will be elected by a simple majority vote of the membership at the December Meeting of the current year or January of the next year.

ARTICLE V.  FOUNDING MEMBERS/OFFICERS

President:  Kathy Anderson, Bonifay, FL

Vice President:  Carol Kelly, Bonifay, FL

Secretary/Webmaster: Angie Bush, Chipley, FL

EST. January 2008
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